The ſtate ofthe 


Account andConte 


Between the Old and New 
ADVENTURERS 


BEDFORD-LEVELL., 
CONTAINING 
65000 Arces of Fenns, lying in Norfolk, Suffolk , 
h Cambridge-ſhire, Huntington. ſhire, Northham- 
pton-ſhire, Lincoln-ſhire,and the Jſle of Ely. 


Humbly repreſented (by the Parties diſpoſſe}t of their ſhares 
- therein) to the Right Honourable the Lords of His © 
MAJESTY'S Privy Council; 


In purſuance of an Order there the 24, of Ofob.166:. 


LOND 0 N, Primedinche Year 1663; 


A S wooowa Non SD woe -- 


The «Method of this Narrative, 
H- Maſjeſttes and Councils Order, dated the 
- 24. of Ofob. 1662. (upon hearing the Caſe 
between the old Adventurers diſpoſſeſt of their ſhares, 
and the new Adventurers poſſeſsing. P.1- 
2 The Order of the Committee of the Lords for the 
new Adventurers to deliver in their accounts to the 
parties diſpeſſe#t, 0M 
3 The Account as it was delivered in, to which 1 ad- 
ded a ſhort Marginal anſwer by the old Adventurers. 

4 A more general anſwer by the old Adventurers 
to the ſaid acconnt;firſt,ſhewing the legality of the old 
Adventurers title under Lyn law and Royal charter, 
their original Charges, and what Rivers, Cuts, Drains 
. andSluces they made (in fix yeares) of uſe to this 
day, (p-5.) ſecondly, that the new Adveneurers 
title 1s from a pretended A in1649. (p.6.) whereby 
they had power to levy taxes ; thirdly, thafg taxes 


affirmedto be illegal, unjuſt, and unneceſſary, p.7. 


5 Theſe irregular taxes were the cauſe of che for- 
mer and preſent complaints tothe Parkament ,, p.8. 

1 By reaſon of various Intereſts pretended to. be 
_ inthe King and Duke, &7 Oo 

2 Upon Queſtions ofthe fourteenth part Dees : 

; By reaſon of a ntw Bill promoted, whenzither 
the old Bill depending, or Lyw low;or the Charter un- 
repealed, had beenſufficients 7 oo 

4 By delayes of temporary 4its;,gx. which were 
obtained by the new Adventurers meerly toconti- 


1 nuepoſſeſsion, p.9. 6A 


by A 
M$ 
ws”, 


6 A more particular anſwer to the particulars of 
the new Adyenturers acconnt, according to the me. | 
thod of the Order of the 24 of Of. at Council, con- 
ſiſting of four directions ; 1 that the old Adventurers 
do bring in their expences ſince 1649. (p 9 ) 2- the 
value of the Lands of which they are diſpoſſeſt (ibid. 
2. the charges at which they have formerly been ar, 
| (p-10.) 4. their exceptions to the new Adventurers 
account, (ibid.) which are, 

1, Totheir draining, ibid, 2, to their improvement, 

page 1, 

7 Then after theſe particulars the parties difpoſ- 
ſeſt do ſpeak to 1. their ſumme totall,(Cp.12.) 2.to their I x; 
making 4000 acres Creditor, (ib. 3. to their yalue of 
the Lands at 25. 6d. per acre, Pal, 

8 The old Adventurers account ſtated two'wayes, 
| bothout-balancing the new Adventurers account, p. 14, 

and 15, 
_ 9 Hhenew Adventurers proceedings not. accord- 
ing to the ſaid Order of (ouncil, © pb. 

10 The cyeral Intereſts on foot abbut their two 
titles and that Level (p.16,17.) and therein-from 
whom onely the parties diſpoſſeſt to aim to get re-pyſ- 
ſeſsion, with reaſons and examples, _ 

1 And the Vote of the Houſe of Commons 'in or- 
der to it, oe Cr Y3Þ 19, 

12 The Earl of Arundels and Coll: Sandys\party 
cular Caſes humbly repreſented to your Lordſbipt, 
by Sir Fohy Petrw Rnight, = 44 wf 


f ao -  ondh. -- 
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At the Court 
WH 


The 24. of Offober, 1662: 


—_QO_—<— 
P VO - 


PRESENT 
The K IN GS MeſtExcellent «MC AF EST Y, 


ITFHALL 


His Royal Highneſs the D. of York | Earl of Lauderdaile 
His Highneſs Prince Rupert | Lord Wentworth 
Lord ( bancellonr Lord Seymor 
Lord Privy Seal Lord Hatton 
Duke of Albermarle Lord Holles 
; Marqueſs Dorcheſter Lord Aſhley 
; Lord Chamberlain = Sir William Gompton 
s Earl of Portland Mr. Treaſurer 
Earl of Saint Albanes | Mr. Yice-('hamberlaine 
Earl of Sandwich Mr, Secr. eAorice 
Earl of (Carliſle Mr. Bennet. 


y; mo of the Fenns, called Bedford Levell, Repre- 
Sal {cnting that both Houſes of Parliament had 
by their Order of the 19 of May paſt, hum- 


— 


clouſly pleaſed to hear and ſettle the differences between the 


ſaid Adventurers, And thereupon His Majeſty by His refe- 


rence of the ſixth of Fuly laſt was graciouſly pleaſed toap- 


EH 77 < HEREAS upon the humble Peticion of the 
| Adventurers for draining the Great Levell 


bly recommended to his Majeſty pe be ord. 4 
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point the hearing of the Matters contained in the Petition this I (4c 


:/ »® af a 


(2) 


preſent 24. of Otober, At'which time many of the Adventurer, Il ,,1 
appearing, and Council learned being heard, both on the be. (if 
half of ſuch of the new Adventurers as had by vertue of apre- ll 6: 
tended At of Parliament, made by the Uſurpers Anno 1649; 
{8id and'diſpoſed 35000 acres of Land belonging to other 4k 
venturers, for not payment of T axes in purſuance of the faid 
pretended Act,and alſo of the part of other Adventurers,whoby * 
thac means had ſince the making of that Act been dy/poſſeſſed of | 
their ſeverall ſhares in the ſaid 35000 acres. After ſerious con- 
ſideratton of the whole matter, and of the beſt means to com. 
pole and [cttie the differences between the ſaid Adventurers, [ 
was ordered by his Majeſty preſent in Conti, That the Lud 
( hancelour, the Lord Treaſurer, the Lord Privy Seal, the Lord 
Chamberlain, the Earl of Portland, Saint Albanes, and Carliſk, 
the Lord Holles, the Lord Aſhley,and the two Secretaries of State, 
or any four or more of them, calling to their aſsiſtance ſuch of 
the Zudges as they ſhall think fit, ſhould be a Committee to hear, 
examine and compoſe (if they can) the Differences between all 
the ſaid Adventurers : And to that endit was allo ordered, That 


, thenew Adventurers do forthwith prepare the accompt of the / 


charges they have been at in draining. and improvement of the 


. 35000 acres fince the making of the ſaid pretended At Anno 1649. 


together with the yearly value thereof, As alſo that the other Ai 
venturers who have veen diſpoſſeſſed of the ſaid 33000 acres by we- 


; 2. te of the ſaid pretended At, do likewiſe prepare their Account 


2. fince that time (if they have any) with Eſtimates of the mean p1i- 
3. fits of the ſaid Lands, together with their charges,and 46 make ſub 
4. Defanlcations as they can fromthe new adventurers ſaid accounts; 
And when either party fhall be ready, chat chey-$tve noucew 
the Clerk of the Conncil attending,who thereupon is required 

to advertiſe the Lords of the Committee thereof, that ſo thei 
Lordſhips may appoint ſome fit rime and place to ig - ' 

| uc 


(5) © _ - _ "— 
ſuch accounts, charges and defalcations, and thereupon to endea: 
your to compoſe the difference between the ſaid Adventurers 
(if poſsibly they may} or otherwiſe to report to his Majeſty the -- 


ſtate thereof, and what they conceive fitto be done therein. 31 


And it was further ordered; That the Petition and Paper of 
Colonel Robert Philips this day likewiſe read at the board, be 
referred to the ſaid Committee. Ty 
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At White-Hall the 14. of Novemb. 1662. 


E . By the Lords the Refetrees appointed by the Board, about | 
2 the Great Bedford Levell of Fennes. 


= - TT was this day Ordered, That the New Adventurers of Bed. 
>  oÞ&. ford Levell of Fennes, do forthwith deliver unto the other Par 
ty, or their Solicitor, their Accounts, to the end both parties may bt: 
prepared, and be ready to attend the ſaid Lords Referrees at tht 
Lerd Chancellours houſe upon Monday the four and twentieth(f 
- November inStant, in the afternoon at three of the Clock. | 


Richard Brown, 


os —_— 


Memorandum, 


Whereas the aforeſaid Order of Council mentions 35000 acres, the pat 
ties diſpoſleſs'd did and do claim ar leaſt 53000 acres, as will be mr 
nifeſted in the following Narrative, which is herementioned to pre: 
vent any ſfucuremiltakes. © 


6.Mar. JL 
1693 
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Mr he Anſwer ofthe parties Diſpoſleſt. 
mpt for Moneys expended upon each Lot of 4000. Acres, for Dralntng, &c, contain- | 


ant 
Im 


DRAINING. 
ave not performed your Lord/hips Order of the 24. of Oftob,(nor purſued the Preamble of their 


"00 the Tax-roll,of what hath been impoſed upon the Lands, but not out of the Expenaitors Book! 


1651. 


: gi account to be an account of moneys expended for Draining and Improvement) for chey 


Or Improvement, 
cMar. judged: 
1653* came ul 
Zo T. 
charge 1 


wiolel TMPROVEMENT. | 
h 4: Tonfifting of eloht Paragraphs, the patties diſpoſleſt ao panticulaly anſwer. 


6.T | | | | 
amount taking of the uppermot graſs) and burning of the Larids, is a charge born by the under-ce- 
dound to their advantage, bur to the parties diſpeſlelt , is a great prejudice, and thererefore 
1.ChHHafocking or burning uſeful to all Lots, but onely in ſome privare grounds, according to the 
| 10 publick charge, nor to be allowed by the parcies diſpoſſeſt. 
urth and fifth Paragraph foregoing as in this ; cliey anſwer, that the cauſe being taken away, 
reſt, 
2. ſprmed in every Lot by the firſt adventurers under whomthe ponent diſpoſleſt do claim:bur poſ- 
viſions were made by the new Adventurers fince 1649, but they are alſo tobe conſidered as the 
3. TÞt of publick uſe, 
of ſub-tenants, and very rare to be ſeen inthat Leve! (ic may be) upon a part of ſome one Lot, 
>-divifions, and not publick, 
4+ allowed, when the parties were diſpoſſeſt, and they hae no reaſon now to allow them upon 
z - ſeen inany Lot, and hoſe that are, are according to the natute of che Tenancy, ſo, being pri- 
.T:d. 
, * publick uſe, there is To! paid : for thoſe of private uſe, they cannot be brought to publick ac- 
r 14ture, and employed to different »ſe, \ 
6. Þbedience to tlie Ac of Oblivion, and not otherwiſe, the parties diſpoſleſt do not make any 


It, | 
7. Weſt will allow all juſt ſallaries when they are brought into account, but not extravagarcies, 
thorit' 
8.1 | ; FS 2a - 
years:ng mean profits at 4750 1.) they ſay the whole charge is 17442.13.04; 


:r, that we conceive they mean by the torall Charge, either a bare :mpo/3rion or 

x. teivedit, or who expended ir, doth not appear. If it were upon a publick ac- 

Tay ſome particular Lots, and not upon every Lot, it onght not to be allowed as 

Re they ſay) yet ic will be evident by che ſubſequent account, that the old Ad- 
as «x do) up'ts the year 1663. for each Lot, the charge is 28764.t 2.00 

Adventurers do out-balance the new, both in the cotall Summe, the Equity, 


erforth inthe following Narrative. 


2,1 
oriev« | | ines | 
ſpetand the diſputes of the (ountrey, that alſo is fully ſer forth in the enſuing ſD:ſconrſe. 


Jo 

the pj | 

derall 8. & d, per acte, we cannot admit that low value, 

vidtining Taxes inſerted in their account, Fig.1.2, & 6. and ſo not probable, : ; 
4»ragraph of their account for Improvements, where they ſay that the pub!ick Tax came «2b, 

I65% Conntrey valued thoſe Lands at 1a s. per acre (the publick eAſeſwwent not uſually ex :eeding 

BA, recehy, | | 

—Þ © «your Loziſhips pleaſe to peruſe the following Ngrrar:ve, the whole matter is more fully dila\ © Mt 


t 
. 


- . - - 
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the 24. of 0Z0b. 1662. at the Council Table 


An Account of Money expended for Draining and 
Improvement of the Lands purchaſed for non- 
4000 acres Came to 


payment of Taxes ſince May 1649. 
: T 
2. The other part of the ſaid Leve/lying on the South fide of Bedford River was ad- 


a. judged dr ained, and the Taxes then paid from the 26. of March 1651. the firſt adjudication >4191.13.04. 
3 came unto 1 1, oo $. 11 d. 3+ per acre, the which for one whole lot of 4000 acres came to 

3. Taxes from the ſaid 26. March 165 3«till 29. Sep. 1653. at which time the participants 
charge themſelves with profits received, came unto 3 |, 00 5. 10. 3. peracre, the which for onep07 50.00.00, 
wiole lot of 4600, acres came to : 

4. The Intereſt of which ſaid ſeverall ſummes from the ſeveral rimes the ſame were paid, afcer foie 6 z 
the faid 29. May 1649. before 29. Sepr.165 3. being above four years, eſtimated at $ tdi 

5. The Intereſt for the principal money expended from the ſaid 29. Sepr, 165 3. which for one 
whole lot comes to 7441 1, 135. 4d. at 445 1. per ann, for nine yeares and a half to be ended at>4247.10.00. 
Lady aay 1663 , comes to , 

6. The draining taxes impoſed upon every whole Lot of 4000 acres from Michaelmas 165 3.till 
amount to twenty five ſhillings three pence per acre, which comes to . 

IMPROVEMENT, 
1.Charges of haſocking ang burnizg of every whole /ot of 4000 acres to make ir fit for culture,coſts >1000.00,00, 


DRAINING. 
Hat part of the ſaid Levellying on the North fide of Bedford River was adjudged,drain-J l. s. d. 


A ed,and th: Taxes then paid, came to 12 5.6 d. per Acre,the which for one whole lot of >2 500,00.00, 
$51. 


2. Intereſt for the ſame for 9g. years and half,from A:chaelm, 1653, to Lady day 1663. 50 $40,00,00, 


3. The ſub-dividiag of every Lot of 490. acres into 50, acres pieces and under by ditching 


4+ The planting of Quick-ſets, Oziers and other wpod,upon eyery Lot of 4000. acres 


5.The Build ings ere&ed for Habitations, Barns,Stables,and other Accommodations upon every Lot of 4000.acres 
6, For GatesÞ»/ts, Rails and Pales'to ſever the Grounds and Bridges for paſſages; for every Lot of 4000. acres 


thotity, and fince his Majeſty's Happy 
8. Bayliffs pages and Travelling c 
years and half, ending agEady day 166 3. 


return, upon every Lot of 4000. acres per ann, 501. for eighr years comes to 
- he 


I. The total! Charge upon every Lot of 4000, Is =—= 
Toward which wh 


e diſcounted by Profits received — —— —— = 4750. 0.00. 


> i _— 


————_—__—_ 


"n—_—_  ——— 44. 1}. 
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2, And after that rate is to be computed for every greater or leſſer quamtity, the perſons that complain to be 
grieved by ſales for non-payment of Taxes, making out their Tit/cs under the fourteenth part Indenture to the re- 
ſpeCtive proportions by them claimed, 

4000. Acres CREDITOR. 

3- After ſeverall Adjudications there were great diffures as well between the Countrey amongft themſelyesto 
the proportions allotted out of every Town, as between the Countrey and Adventurers, whereby che Poſſeſſion was 
detained from from the Adventurers, and the 95000. Acres was alongtimein ſevering from the Countrey, and di- 
viding into Lots and proportiotis. | | 

4- And although part of the 95600, Acres which was in the firſt adjudication, was poſleſt before Michaelmas 
1653. yet that part which was in the ſecond could nor be poſſeſt till x 65 4- and therefore by a wedinms the profits 
received are charged to commence from Afichaelmas 16 53+ for the whole Lot of 4000. acres, at 2 8. 6d. per acre, 

Ir am, comes to 5001, per am, and for nine years and a halfto be determined at Zady day 1663, makes 


» "I w 


The new Adventurers Account given in by them according' 0 anOrder of 


7. Taxesand Aſſeſsments for Arms and other publick Charges at 3 d. per acre, impoſed by the late pretended Au- 


arges, td let and diſpoſe of every Lot of 4000, acres at 50 [. per ann, for nine 


Every Lot of 4000, Acres, parcel of th 
Acres alotted for draining the great Ley 
Fennes, is (DEBTOR) wz. 


\ 


Lady day 1663. & 


? 
c 


bs 


; 


oe oooa 
2 


2rder of 


parcel of the 95000; 
e great Level of the 
)R) viz. 


8. 0, 


2,00,00, 


e33-04+5 J441:1t 3:04, 
,00,00, 


«I 0, OO, | 


5386.00.00, 
10.00. 


y 1663, & £050,00.00, 


),00,00, 
I 540,00,00, 
, 00,00, 


2 O500.00,00, 


7 0400.00.00, 


)00,ACcres £/ O800.00.00, 


acts Pf ©0200.00,00, 


nded ol 

omesto 0400.00,00, 
b for _ Cas 6. 
413-04. 
). 00:00, | 22192.13.04e 
«13.04. 


uin to: be 
co the re- 


naſelvesto 
(lion was 
, and di- 


chaelmas 
ie profits 


per Acre) 4750.00,00+ 


' ted for your Lordſhips ſarufattion, 
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T he Anſwer ofthe parties Diſpoſleſt. 


As tothe new Adventurers Accompt for Moneys expended upon each Lot of 4000, 
ed in fix Paragraphs, 


DRAINING. 


I. That the new Adventurers have not performed your Lordhips Order of the 24. of Of 
2. ; ; 

3. {| on account, which declares their account to be an account of moneys expended fo 
4+ { onely make their charge out of the Tax-roll,ef what hath been impoſed upon the Land: 
5 ” f Fs ., "Row | 
6, # Of what was laid out in draszng or Improvement, 


: IMPROVEMENT. 
As to their Improvement, conſiſting of eight Paragraphs, the parties diſpoſſe 


i. ASto the charge of Haſoking (or taking of the uppermoi graſs) and bxrning of the Lari 
nants and occupiers of the Land, na. redound to their advantage, bur to the patties diſpeſleſt 
ought not to be allowed, Nor was the Haſocking or burning uſeful to all Lots, but onely in ſo 
diſcretion of the #u»der-renaxt,ſo it was no publick charge, nor to be allowed by the parcies diſp 

2, As tothe wmer-:/t as well in the fourth and fifch Paragraph foregoing as in this ; cliey anſy 
the effect ceaſeth, no Principal no Intereſt, 

3.AS to Sub-diviſins, they were performed in every Lot by the firſt adventurers under whom 
fibly ſome S«b-drvi/ions of thoſe Sub-diviions were made by the new Adventurers ſince 1649, Þ 
as of $4b-tenants, being of private, not of publick uſe, 

4+ As for planting, &c. it is the work of ſub-tenants, and very rare to be ſeen inthat Level (it 
but not generall upon every Lot, or Sub-divifions, and not publick, 

5« AS to Building, &c, they were not allowed, when the parties were diſpoſſeſt, and they h 
repoſſeſſion, But thoſe are rare alſo to be ſeen in any Lot, and thoſe that are, are according to the 
vate and not publick, cannot be allowed. 

6. Asto & ates,poſts, &c, for thoſe of publick uſe, there is To/l paid : for thoſe of private uſe, 
count, becauſe moſt Lots are of different »4twre, and employed to different #ſe. 

7. As to State-taxes and Armes, in obedience to the Ac of Oblivion, and not otherwiſe, c 
objeQion to the allowance, but ſuFþend it, | | 

8. ASto Wages, Cc, the parties diſpoſſeſt will allow all juſt ſallaries when they are brought int 


1, As to the totall Charge (accounting mean profits at 4750 1.) they ſay the whole charge 
To which the parties diſpoſſeft anſwer, that we conceive they mean by the cotall Charge, eit 
conjeltare ; for who paid it, os who received it, or who expended ir, doth not appear. If it we 
count, it may be made publick, if upon ſome particular Lots, and not upon eyery Lot, it onghe 
aruletothe reſt. Bur admir it were (as qe Aur yet it will be evident by che ſubſequent accot 
venturers charge (accounting Intereſt as they do) upte the year 1663. for each Lor, the chars 
(and no [mean profits) ſo that the old Adventurers do out-balance the new, both in the cotal 
and in Lay. 

2. As to the Title, it is ſuſficiently ſer forth inthe following Narrative. 


3; Astothe 4000, Acres Creditor, and the diſputes of the (ountrey, that alſo is fully ſer fort 


4. As tothe value of the Lands at 2 s. 6d, per acte, we cannot admit that low value. 
Firſt, Becauſe ic is lefle then the draining Taxes inſerted in their account, Fig.1.2. & 6. at 
Secondly, Ic is contrary to the 7. Paragraph of their account for Improvements, where they 
pey acre, whereby it is evident, that the Conntrey valued thoſe Lands at 1a s. per acre (the pub 
69; in the pound upon the yearly Rev, 
Theſe are ſhort Obje&:ons ; burif your Logiſhips pleaſe to peruſe the following Ngrrat 


nt given 1n by them according o anOrder of 
0b. 1662. at the Council Table 


> and Every Lot of 4000. Acres, parcel of the 95000; 
0n- Acres alotted for draining the great Level of the 
Fennes, is (PEBTOR) vz. 


orth ſide of Bedford River was adjudged,drain-J l. s. d. 
«6 d. per Acre,the which for on2 whole lot of 500,00.00, 
> on the South fide of Bedford River was ad- 

226. of March 1651, the firſt adjudication>4191.13.04. 
one whole lot of 4000 acres came to 

9. Sep. 1653. at Which time the participants 

31,005. 10d. 3. peracte, the which for onep07 50.00.00, 


7441-13-04. 


m the ſeveral times the ſame were paid, after 
o above four years, eſtimated at 


$1138.10.00. 
I from the ſaid 29. Sept, 165 3. which etal 


5386.00.00, 


n, for nine yeares anda half ro be ended at>4247.10.00. 


or of 4000 acres from Micharlmas 16523. till Lady day 1663. & 
which comes to . : PET TOO 
ROVE ME NT, 

ot of 4000 acres to make it fit for culture,coſts 21000.00,00, 


[ 540,00,00, 
Michaelm, 1653. to Lady day 1663. 0 540,00,00, 
d 50, acres pleces and under by dicching > ©500.00,00, 


s 


pod, upon eyery Lot of 4000. acres ? 0400.00.00, 


ibles,and other Accommodations upon every Lot of 4000,acres © 0800.00.00, 


ounds and Bridges for paſſages; for every Lot of 4000. acres @ 0200. 00,00, 


ick Charges at 3 d. per acte, impoſed by the late pretended Au- 
very Lot of 4000. acres per an, 501. for eight years comes to 
ad diſpoſe of every Lot of 4000. acres at 501. per ann, for nine 


- 


C 0400.00,00, 


(2) 4T5 ot 0,00 


—— 
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ry greater or leſſer quartity, the perſons that complain to be 
> out their Titles under the fourteenth part Indenture to the re- 


Acres CREDITOR. 

| difputes as well between the Countrey among themſelves to 
en the Countrey and Adyenturers, whereby the Poſſeſſion was 
Acres was along time in ſevering from the Countrey, and di- 


k was in the firſt adjudication, was poſleſt before 2ichaelmas 
' not be poſſeſt till 165 4- and therefore by a medium: the profics 

1653- for the whole Lot of 4000, acres, at 2 8. 6d. per acre, 
nd a half to be determined art Eady day 1663, makes 


47509.00,00e 


EH ON 
x KOO SET be. 
— ee eee rn 


As tothe new Adventurer 

ed in fix Paragraphs 

i. That the new Adver 

i own account, which d 

4+ (f onely make their charg' 
F. 


6. of what was laid out in 


As to their Improve! 


i. ASto the charge of Haf 
nants and occuyiers of the Land 
ought not to be allowed, Nor v 
diſcretion of the undey-tenant,ſo 

2, As tothe wmer-ſt as well i 
the effect ceaſeth, no Principal 

3.ASto Sub-diviſicns, they we 
fbly ſome S#b-diviſions of thoſe 
acts of $ub-tenants, being of pri 

4+ As for plaxting, Fc. it is tl 
but not generall upon every Lo 

5. As to Building, &c. they 
repoſſeſſion, But thoſe are rare al 
vate and not publick, cannot b: 

6. As to © ates,poſts, &c, for! 
count, becauſe moſt Lots are of d 

7. As to State-raxes and Arr 
objeRion to the allowance, but 

8. ASto Wages, Cc, the part, 


1, As to the totall Charge (a 
To which the parties diſpoſlef 
conjelture ; for who paid it, o8\ 
count, it may be made publick, 
aruletothe reſt. Bur admir it v 
venturers charge (accounting I 
(and no [mean profits) ſo that 
and in Lav. 

2. ASto the Title, it is ſuſſic 


3. AStothe 4000, Acres Cr 


4+ As tothe valxe of the Lan 
Firſt, Becauſe ic is lefſe then 
Secondly, Ic is contrary to thi 
per acre, whereby it is evident, 
69: in the pound upon the year 
Theſe are ſhort Objettons 


' ted for your Lordſhips ſarr:f ati 


'The Anſwer ofthe parties Diſpoſleſt. 


\dventurers Accotnpt for Moneys expended upon each Lot of 4000. Acres, for Dralntng, &c; contain- 
Paragraphs, | 


DRAINING. 
e new Adventurers have not performed your Lord/hips Order of the 24. of Oftob,(nor purſued the Preamble of thzir 


unt, which declares their account to be an account of moneys expended for Draining and Improvement) for they 
e their charge out of the Tax-roll,of what hath been impoſed upon the Lands, but not out of the Expenditors Book? 


$ laid out in drains or Improvement, 


; IMPROVEMENT. | 
r Improvement, conſiſting of eight Paragraphs, the patties dilpoſleſt do particularly anſwer. 


"arge of Haſoking (ot taking of the uppermot graſs) and bxrnivg of the Larids, is a charge born by the under-re- 
s of the Land, and redound to their advantage, bur to the parties diſpoſlelt , is a great prejudice, and thererefore 
wed, Nor was the Haſocking or burning uſeful to all Lots, but onely in ſome privace grounds, according to the 
der-tenant,ſo it was no publick charge, nor to be allowed by the parties diſpoſleſt. 

7-/t as well in the fourth and fifch Paragraph foregoing as in this ; cliey anſwer, that the cauſe being taken away 
no Principal no Intereſt. ; 
/icns, they were performed in every Lot by the firſt adventurers under whomthe -_ diſpoſſeſt do claim:but poſ- 
;/r01s of thoſe Sub-divifions were made by the new Adventurers fince 1649, but they are alſo to be conſidered as the 
being of private, not of publick uſe, 
7, &c.1t is the work of ſub-tenants, and very rare to be ſeen in chat Level (ic may be) upon a part of ſome one Lot, 
on every Lot, or Sub-divifions, and not publick, 

r, &c. they were not allowed, when the parties were diſpoſſeſt, and they have no reaſon now to allow them upon 
ſe are rare alſo to be ſeen in any Lot, andthoſe that are, are according to the natute of che Tenancy, ſo, being pri- 
:k, cannot be allowed. 

oſts, &c, for thoſe of publick uſe, there is Toll paid : for thoſe of private uſe, they cannot be brought to publick ac- 
Lots are of different »dture, and employed to different »ſe, \ 

exes and Armes, in obedience to thie A of Oblivion, and not otherwiſe, the parties diſpofleſt do not make any 
owance, but ſuſþend it, | | 

&c, the partzes diſpoſſeſt will allow all juſt ſallaries when they are brought into account, but not extravagarcies, 


| | | L.- 3. 
11 Charge (accounting mean profits at 47501.) they ſay the whole charge is | 17442.13.04; 
ies diſpoſſeft anſwer, that we conceive they mean by the cotall Charge, either a bare Poſition Or 
o paid it, os who receivedir, or who expended ir, doch not appear. If it were upon a publick ac- 
ade publick, if upon ſome particular Lots, and not upon every Lot, it onght nor to be allowed as 
ut £ ws it were (as they ſay) yet ic will be evident by the ſubſequent account, that the old Ad- 
accounting Intereſt as they do) up'ts the year 1663. for each Lor, the charge is 28764.t 2.00 


fits) ſo chatthe old Adventurers do out-balance the new, both in the cotall Summe, the Equity, 


tle, it is ſuſficiently ſer forth in the following Narrative. 


0, Acres Creditor, and this diſputes of the (ountrey, that alſo is fully ſerforthin the enſuing 1D:ſconrſe. 


ue of the Lands at 2 s. 6d; per acre, we cannot admit that low value. 

is lefſe then the draining Taxes inſerred in their account, Fig.1.2. & 6. and ſo not probable. . | 

ontrary to the 7. Paragraph of their account for Improvements, where they ſay that the pub!ick Tax came to '$ d 
it is evident, that the Comntrey valued thoſe Lands at 10 s. per acre (the publick «Aſſeſsment not uſually ex :eeding 
upon the yearly Rent, wy Hog ; 
re Objettions ; butif your Loz{ſhips pleaſe to peruſe the following Ngrrarsve, the whole matter is more fully dila! NO + 
hips ſarifatbion, MED E TT” " | | #& "of 


che tt 
new ! 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 


Ur preceding Anſwer, could nor contaitvſuch Allegs: | 
tions asare fir ro be known by your Lordfhips before 

you paſle your ceriſures upon the grourids of our con- 
teſts,of pinpos waysof Compoſi ng them: andthettforegive us 
leave to enlarge our ſelves in this Narrative; aſluring your- - 
Lordſhips, char though it niay ſeem long, yet che'nature of 
the thing requires it aliniof every Paragraph confi ſting .4c 
new matter.) | 
In the firſt place, as t6 the Title : * 9: 


1. [tis agreed on both ſides; That by # Law made at Ly ty Jan.6. Car, 


(ro which there was the Royal aſſent) Francis Earl of Bedford © 

ias made Undertaker of that Levell (from thence called 

Bedford Levell) conſiſting bf 365000 acres of Fen Grounds) 

:nd he andſuch participants as he {Hould*chuſe, wereto have 

95000 acres for thedraining thereof : ſoon after hechofe 1 ; #7. Feb.p. Cai. 

to himſelf, who in a 14 pare deed Yid covenant with'each © 

othersto raiſe ſuch ſummes as ſhould be needfull for theef- 

ing thereof. Theſe 1 4 were made into a Corporation, and 

by a Charter Royall ſeverall immunities and poweragp make r3.Mar,to. 

Bylawes were granted to them. _ - a 
By vertue of which ſaidLaw, deed of Covenants: and Rojl 

Charter, the work was done within fix. years (being the time- 

limited by Lyn Law for the- doing thereof) and it was ac- 


5 47, June hs 


ordingly adjudged drained by Laws made ac Peterburrough,, wh, Hh 


Sant Ives; and Wishich.” 
And afterward by a ſecond "i wade: at Saint Ives/the -5"Wh 

95000 acres, according to Lys Law andthe Royall Char ter, 

were (er out butted and bounded, and thus diſtributed," vix; 

10000 acrestO his Majeſty, zooo' acres to the Earl: of Port- 

lad, and 3000 acres ſer alide\for Contingencies, and the'remai- 

ning 80000 acres wete: divided into rwenty Lots; and diftri- 

buted amon gltrhe: fourretn Adventurers pos Lot contaitiin ng: 

4000 acres, 
Now upon this Hpulicton eRethy of thoſe $5600 2cvbs 

D were 


; Ji, Aug: 


ny 
4 + 
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were to be free to the firſt Adventurers, their heirs,vxc, ang 


the other 40000 acres to be perpetually liable ro the mainte, 
nance of the works: Which 40000 acres (with the 309g 
acres) were judged as a ſufficient proviſion for their preſer- 


vation, ſo that the aforeſaid 14%: part deed of Covenants (for 


raiſing neceſſary ſumrhes) dig. here determine (ſaving ag 
ſhew who were the firſt Undertakers and Contrattors ;)) for itis 


evident none of them failed in payment ; it appearinghy 
an account given in upon Oath: by the Earl of Bedford, ſ- 


ted the 24. of Decemb. 1637, that the old Advencurers were 


thenout of purſe 186956 |. 16 5. 6d. with which theſe emi. 


nent works were done, and many others of lefſe conſe. 
quence omitted for brevity,'Viz. 


Bedford Rirver | Sandys Cut | Ar Tidd 


Beyills Leame | MortonsLeame IAtWell . 
Works | New Soath Ea | Hills Cut Ardrith .. | 
Sams Cutt'. -- \ Mildnall Cut Y Sluces At Saltiers Load 
Shire Draine [Rae MUEET | At Cloves Croſs», 
Great Borrough Bank. 1 At the Horſe-ſhut 


Beſides Dikes for the ſubdiviſion of the Lots, which coſt neer 
as much as the other; moſt of which Works, notwirthſtan- 
ding the diſputes mentioned in the ſecond page of the ney 


Adventurers Account, and the Wars and Conmotions do ſtand 
good (necding onely. ſcouring) and are uſcfull rothis day 


(except one neceſſary Sluce, which coſt about gooo |. was 
taken up and given to Mr. Thorlow.) And thus ſtands the 
Title, che Charge, the Proceedings, and the old Adventurers 
Works, till the 29. of May 1649. | 


_ 2.Butonthe 29. of May 1649: fifty ſeven perſons (nacati- | 
ned in a pretended A& (and wherein none of the parties diſpo- 


ſeſtare inthe leaſt named )did inveſt themſelves with a.pow- 
er, by colour onely of that pretended A, to ſupport the ſaid 


Level by further draining and improvement thereof, and thereby 
did (as they mention in-.their account) impoſe and leavy 


Taxes 


rt ) 
[ axes upon pretence allo of Law, Juftice and Nacefaity of pre” 
ſerving chat Work: 

Now, may it pleaſe your Lordſhips, it will appear by the 
following Diſcourſe; that thele Taxes were ilegall, unjuſt and 
wmeceſſarie. 

3. Firſt, asto the ullegalitie : There was no other audlick 
or watramable Law inthis caſe, fave onely the Law of Lyn , 
which did make the 95000 acres liableto the catrying on of 
che work, rill it was adjudged, and then 40900 acres to be 
verperually liablero'the maintenance thereof : Sothat be- 
foreany Tax ought to have: beeni thought: of, thiey were to 
repair to the 4ooooacres;aortorhe Owners thereof, and to 
no other Lands, or perſons, whoſe Meets, Botinds and Proprie- 
tors are known tothis day , and they had no” Law for doing 
otherwiſe. 

Andthey did not onely a& againſt this FRIIR Law; bur 
zainſt their ownpretended Af, or Law : For. by that AQ of 

1649; upon ſale of ſuch Lands (as were-to be ſold by power 
thereof fornon-payment of taxes) the overplus of the {ale 
(beyond rhe tex) was to be reſtored to the owner ; bur, on 
the contrary, they fold 270a acres of Sir Miles Sondys his 
Lands for non-payment of 843 1. tax to Mr. Thans Bales, 
ho wasnever privy to the ſaid ſale, or paid any part gf the 
aid 8431. tax. Bur ſoon after this counterfeit” ſale Ms: Henly 
(as himſelf hath-confe(s'd) fold 2000 acres thereokto Mt: 
Frenchard for 5000]. yer never reſtored either the remain- 
ing 700-acres,” or'4157 |. being the ſurpluſage of the {aig Joſe 
df 2000 acres; for the Sellers were the Buyers. | 

The like was inthe Earl of Arundel's cale, where chey old 
F000 acres for non-paymentof 11001: tax,” and ſoon: after 
ſold the ſanie for 11000 |. yet never reſtored the furplyſage 
to the aid Earl: Beſides, they made ſeveral ſales after their 
adjudication in 1 652. which was contrary t»thejr pretended 
Act, fo that they afted neither according to Law, nor acepr- 


| ling to their own pretended Aftor Law. 


Secondly; Their Tax ws njuft, denabor Moy I h4%: EVF- 


fy Lat or Share (conſiſting off 4bob acres) when it was wiited 


int 


($8) | 


in any one of the old Participants poſſeſsion, an Acre-tax (ay 


this was) might be equal, becauſethere was bad, better, and 
beft ground (as it were united) bur the Lot being ſubdivide 
into ſeveral parcels, it was unequal, that the Lands worthibut 
one ſhilling per acre, ſhould pay as muchas thoſe that were 
worth one pound fer acre: 

Beſides it is diſcovered,that thoſeArtiſts ſo well underſtood 
the ſource of their waters, that they could make good. Lands 
bad, or bad good , according as they ſtadied their own 


private advantages. Thus many were tired our, and by this | 
art Mr. Latch bought as many Lands upon forfeitsre , for 


about 3001. tax, as ſoon after he fold for abour 30000 |. $9 
it was unjuſt both on inequality and private advantages.- 
Thirdly, This Tax was alſo unneceflary ;- for if they had 
kept to the rule of the ſaid 40000 acres, it being evident (a 
ſhall be herafter ſhewn, that they were worth one with ano- 
ther above 5 s. per acre) they would have yielded' above 
10000 |. per ann. towhich adde the 3000 acres (fer alide for 
Contingencies) yielding ar the ſame rate 750 1: per'ann, and 
the King and the Earl of Portland 12000. acres (which they 


got into poſleſsion) yielding at 10s. pey acre 6000 |: per am. 


would have yielded in the whole 167501. per ann. (beſides 


toll of Bridges, Boats, Chains, &c.) which for 13 years would 


have produced at leaſt 2177501. which (is conceived) tobe 
much morethen they have juſtly expended in draining orin- 
provement; for itis certain, the old works required no mott 
then ſcouring and cleanſi 


ms; 


their chief new worksare cither by themſelves (lighted, s; 
Vermudens Ea, &xc. or ofdangerous uſe, as new Bedford River 


done (as it wereonpurpoſle) to deſtroy the old River afore- 
faid, made by Francis Earl of Bedford : So that it is manifef 
that theſe Taxes being the ground and cauſe of all ourDs 
ſputes, were illegally impoſed, unjuftly proſecuted, and unneceſſarh 


expended. 


4. Upon this we. and many others being aorieved, yet 
knew not how to be redrels'd, till his Majeſty's happyRe- 


turn, and then we preferr'd our Bill to the Parliament;to 
| moe have 


ns: and it is as evident, that moſtol 


hav 
and 
fer. 
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haveall things concerning this Levell reduced to its ancient 

and juſt government, according to Lyn Law and the Royal Char- 

ter. Yer for more then two years the new Adventuters by 

temporary acts, KCC. have kept 'us out of poſſefsion. And not- 

B withſtanding the Yote of the Houſe of Commons upon delibe- 

KN rate hearing for our re-poſſeſs1on ; yer they have by Petition 

| | obtained a Reference from both Houles to his Majeſty(meer- 

. © ly co delay reſtitution) who upon hearing, was graciouſly 

\ © pleaſed ro commit the ſame to your Lordſhips, and according 
«tothe Order of the Council of the 24". of Offober laſt, the new 
- WY 4dventurers have put in their acrount ; ro which we ſhall 
, © humbly givea more full anſwer, and according to the method 
preſcribed to us inthat Order. | 

1. And firſt, by the ſaid Order, we who are diſpoſſeſt are to give in 
phat we have expended about that Levell ſince the pretended aft of 
1049. 

1. To which we anſwer, That none of us have expended 
iny thing ſince that time (fave in the great charge of theſe 
laſt two years conteſt) except the Earl of Arundel and Sir Miles 
Sandys, whoſe particular caſes are hereto annexed. 

2, By the ſaid Order we are to give in our Eſtimate of the value of 
the Lands whereof we are diſpoſseſt. | 

To which we anſwer; 1. That your Lordſhips maybe 
ſatisfied (as we are) by the teſtimony of honeſt and ſufficient 


before any of their adjudications, there were as great and con- 
hderable crops, and other advantages made of the grounds,as 
»; WI hath been ever ſince, 4 

1 Beſides, it appears by the ſeveral Sales and Morgages (be- 
ore MY ng twelve. in number) which Sir Miles Sandys and his Tru 
iſet WY #25 made between May 1 649. and: 4pril- 1650.) thilkt he fold 
-Di = = evvelve years purchaſeand 5 s. per acre; | 


Jarly 3. And the new Adventurers: themſelves before r65r. did 


ſell che Kings Lands, and moſt of the Lands of the parties 
ye) dpoſſeſt before any new works done, and before any adjudi- 


RefPYl #tionar the ſamerates. - 79 
toll 4 115 evident by their account, "inthe ſeventh Para- 


have ll E graph! 


perſons, that before 1649. and the mediate years following, and 


> Wo eg eutonrqgrs t 
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graph of their Improvements, that the 95000 acres were valued 


as to publick Aﬀeſlements, at 105. per acre, or elſe it woulq. 


not have afforded 3 d. per acre to the- publick Charge, fo that 
if we valuethe Lands art lefle then 10 s. per acre, it is in com- 
pliance to peace. 

3- By the ſaid Order the parties diſpoſſeſt are to give in their Char, 

es. 
, To which we anſwer, That (asbefore 1s mentioned) 
the old Adventurers were out of purſe in Decemb. 1637. the 
ſumme of 18661. 16s. 6d. which at ſingle jintereft do 
produce ſo grear a ſumme, that at the year 1663. cach Lyt 
of 4000 acres, is Creditor to the old Adventurers aboye 
28764 |. 12.5. | 
4. By the ſaid Order the parties diſpoſſeſt are to make ſuch defal 

cations to the new Adventurers accounts (as they can. ) | 

1.. To which weercepr, firſt, as to their own Preamble, 
in the ſix firſt Paragraphs oftheir account, they onely rnenti 
on the tax of every Lot, and intereſt thereupon, bur not one 
ſyllable of any Work, or Drain, Sluce, or Cut, done by them 
(as we have ſhown on our parts)or how the ſaid tax ſo char- 
ged upon each Lot was expended, or what particular ſales they 


retained from the Owners, or how the ſame were. disburk, 


as is promiſed in their Preamble, for upon examination of 
their Books it will appear, that fomebody received the ſaid 
tax, and ſomebody expended it ; but whether upon drains 
ing or nor, is the queſtion. 
2. Thetruth js, this tax was a meer impoſition of Art ; fot 
as we who were diſpoſleſt did not pay it, fo moſt of them- 
ſelves did ſhift it off, as in the Caſe of Saxdys, whereby the 
greatneſſe of the tax did ariſe as much from the great de- 
faulr in rheir own connivences, as from others non-payment, 
and thereby raiſed the taxes rather to ſupply che defe& ot 
thoſe at whom they comnived, then from amy defect or ſupply 
ofthe od Works, ex neceſlary making new. 
3- Nor was there .need of ſo great a tax, for by thet 
Books it will be ſeen, that berween 1649. and 1653. (the 
time of their adjudication) che Sales and Surpluſages of Sales 


whick 


Lord 
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which they received, did amount to more then the charge 


oftheir drains, ſo that there is no reaſon to allow principle or 


mtereſt co each Lot for taxes, when there. cannot be a gene- 
call rule for every Lot. 

4. However we lay, that this part of their Account is nei- 
ther an{werable to your Lordſhips Order, nor to the Preamble 
of cheir account for draining; for according to their own ac- 
count they charge each Lot 'with 11491 |. 13 5. 4 d. tax 
from 165 1. to our Lady day 1653. ſo that there being twenty 
Lots, the whole charges of the tax paid upon all the twenty 
Lots, or 80000 acres, doth amount to but 229833 1.6 s. 8d: 
whereas It appears by the Tax-roll, that they received in 
Taxes from 1649. to 1661. 2877701. 16s. 8d. which is 
57937 1. 105. 00d. more thetri they have accounted, beſides 
what hath been received in taxes ſince 1661. 

But how the difference doth ariſe we cannot fatisfic your 
Lirdſhips, but by a longer time of examining their books and 
cOmVances. Te | 

2.Then for the ſecond part'of their Account, which con- 
cerns Improvements, conſiſting of eight particulars , . x. By 
baſſocknig aud burning, 2. intereſt tor 1t,3. ſubdiviſions, 4. planting, 
5. bulding, 6. Gates, poſts,&&c. 7. publick Taxes, 8. Wages. 

1. We fay as tothe firſt, ſecond, third, fourth and ſixth 
Particulars, we have already anſwered upon the ſideof 
their account, that theyarethe Works of ſub-tenants, and not 
generall in the Livel or Lots, andtherefore notto beal- 
lowed. 

Bur weſhall adde concerning their burning of ground, that 
tis onely fir to be uſed on Grounds: which have, fleet and 
hard bottroms,as in Devonſpire,&c.. but in thelp turfie grounds 
(upon burning) the fire hath many times run ſix or ſeven 
foot deep, ſo that what Nature intended in time to ſettle and 
conſolidate intoa -/o by this burning (before, maturity) her 


whole work is conſum'd,and the ground deſtroy'd inſtead 


of improvement. 


' 


2. Astothe fifth for Building; Heither Church or Chappe! 
had been built by them according to Lys Law, or che Royal 
Charter, 
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Charter, we ſhould have allowed the charge; but the ref 
being for the pleaſure, or convenience of ſome few Owner, 
or Tenants, cannot be allowed upon che publick Ac. 
count. 

3- Asto the ſeventh for 4ſsſſements, at 3 d. per acre weal. 
low, becauſe they manifeſt the values of our Landstobea 
10d. per acre, and not 25.64. | 

4.Asto the eighth for wages (amounting to 10687 1.104, 
upon the 20 Lots) what are juſt we allow, but not unneceſ: 
fary falaries, or ſuperfluous gratuities : bur tro theſe which 
we may allow, we might very well alledge, that the ney. 
Adventurers were never made our Expenditors. 

However to paſs by theſe particulars of their a: 
count. 

x. They fay that the ſummetotall of their charge for each 
Lot is 22192 |. 12 s. 4d. But if your Lordſhips pleaſe to con- 
ſider the old Adventurers accounts before ſpecified with the fol. 
lowing computation, your Lordſhips will ſee that the old Ad 
yenturers had reaſon to complain, and the new on; 
none. | 

z. Astothat part oftheir account wherethey make every 
Lot or 4000 acres Creditor,we1ay, r.That the reaſon they give 


your Lordſhips (why-they do not chargeany mean profits from 


the pretended AF in 1649. to their adjudication in 1653 


which is four years) is jnot ſufficient, for there were great 


profits made of the Lands in thoſe years : and if the Country 
did diſpute with them, and endeavour to keep poſleſsion for 
us, we have reaſon to thank the Country, and not the new 46 
venturers,. who onely diſpoſſeſt us. 

2. That though they had no certain mean profits, between 
r649-and 1653. yet itis evident that in thoſe four years by 
ſurpluſage of ſales of more then 53000 acres of Lands of the 


' parties diſpoſſefs,- (including his Majeſty's' 12000 acres) com- 


puting that every 2000 acres did yield 40001. at leaſt, as 
ts evidenced in the Earl, of Arundel's and Sir Miles Sandys 
Caſe: and fo of thereſt, which we omit for brevity) they 
did raiſe atleaſt 106000 1. | 
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. Asto the laſt part of their Credit concerning the value 
of their Account of the Lands at 2 s. 6d. peracre inthe ſide 
of their account, we have fully ſhown that it is not probable 
that the mean profits ſhould be leſs than the draining Taxes 
intheir account. | 

2. It hath been proved that the Lands did yield higher 
Rates in 1649. 

3. And that the new Adventurers did ſell between 1649. 
and 1651. at higher Rates. 

4- The Country intheir Aſſeſsments (as themſelves confeſs) 
did value them ar 10 s. per acre. 

5. Sothat the Lands are to be valued at 5 s. per acre at 
laſt, or orherwile. they makea clear confeſſion, that they 
have fimpoyeriſht the Lands inſtead of improving them, if they 
ſhouid be reduced from 10s. per acrernys, 6d. which pol- 
bly may be in ſome Lots, but not in all. + | 

6. And though they have diſperſt thoſe diſgraces 'and un- 
lrvalues of our Lands, ſpoiled our Grounds, and kept us out 
ofpoſſeſsion by delates and artifices, yet we onely give theſe 
moderate and fatisfaQory anſwers totheir account, whereas 
we might have charg'dthem with thereceipr of other great 
and valt ſummes, and the miſ-ſpending the ſame, and might 
alſo bring conſiderable a&ions againſt the Earl of Bedford for 
Breach of Covenants. All which we decline to teſtific our 
deſiresto the ſupport ofa work fo beneficialto this King- 
dom, and therefore do humbly tender this fullowing ac- 
enunt ro your Lordſhips conſideration. 
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T he old Adventurers or parties diſpoſſeR, their accoun, 
ſtated two wayes, 


| The firſt way, I 1.]t is evident that the old Adventurers? L 
'K Account was ſtated in Decemb, 1637. at __ 
x86956.16, 06. the fingle Intereſt of the 
which to our Lady day 1663. (as is be- 216486,08.00, ) rea 
| fore expreſt) makes the charge of each hi 
| Lot to be 28764.12.00, bur accounting \ 

|| no further then Decemb. 1649. it is but 1 
Between Dec. 1649, and Dec.165 3. the or 
'Þ Lands of the old Adventurers were fold n 
| at more then 2 |. per acre (beſides Ta- de 

| xesS) which ſarpluſage of ſales (by their 
| pretended A of 1649.) was to have * $000,00,00, > [cl 
been reſtored to the owners, ſo that up- | or 
on each Lot of 4060 acres ſult ar'z 1, (k 
per acie, there was raiſed (as is before 3 | A 
demonſtrated) - "0: Wa | | | 
'The ſingle Intereft whereof account-] 1: CC 
1 ing from Dec.1651.;(being the medium \ IOGT, © 
| 


to Qur Lady 1663, amounts to - = - 


of four years between 1649. and 165 3.) | 
So the torall charge of each 


Lot thus accounted, is '- - - © - - Z © 5 30006,08.00, 
Theſ:cong £ 2, The originall charge of each Lot 
way. | (as aboveſaid)is - = - = £ 16436.08,00, ]] 


The mean Profits of 4000 acres at 5 5.) 
per acre is 10001, per ann, which being 
accounted from Decem.1651. (the me- >11500,00,00, & 
] dium as aforeſaid) to our Lady 1663. at 
Single intereſt for the ſame time a- | 


mounts to a - " - JF 690,00,00, jj 
So the totall charge of each L *Z 
r thus accounted, is = - - . S- = = » 28676,08,00] 


Th 


nt, 
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The new Adventurer Ly Account, 


The utmoſt ſumme which the new Adven-)? 
turers do charge upon cach Lot (as appears In | 
their account, to which there are ſufficient 722192.13.4. 
rcaſons for defalcations of the greateſt part) is 


but TR NET ISI WO ITY bp» 
Which compared with eirher 30006.$.0. 
or with - - - 28764.8.0. 


a50n the other f1de ofthis account, it is evi- 
dent that the old Adventurers charge is grea- 
ter by - - ya ET” 7813-148. 
or a F Ee R - 6571.14-8, 
(for each Lot of 4000 acres) rhen the new th 
Adventurers can pretend to by their own ac- 
count (it admitted.) Cr HTO eo, 
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The ſumme of what hath been writ is, 

1. That the Title of the old Adventurers ts legall and juſt. * 

2. That the works which they have done are many, great, ſolid and 
Continuing. 

3. That by their Lawes there were and are meanes ſufficient 
for the maintenance of thoſe Works without that way of taxing. 

4. That their old Adventurers charge have been many thouſand 
pounds more then the charge of the new Adventurers. 

5. T hat theold have perfeAly obeyed your Lordſhips Order, but on 
the contrary the new Adventurers have not proceeded cleerly, either 
with yonr Lordſhips or us, as bath been ſhewn. | 

So that the parties diſpoſſeſt humbly conceive, that they have juſt 
and fully ſatisfied your Lordſhips, that Law and Equity is on they 
ſides, and that there need not further anſwer to the new Adventurers 
venturers acroumte, or wlicgutions, why Poſſeſsion ſhould not be res 
ſtored. 

But before we conclude, to prevent any miſtakes or mif. 
apprehenſions in our Claims, it is fit your Lordſhips ſhould 
be informed, that there are three Interefts ar preſent concer:- 
ned in this Levell : The firſt Intereſt is of | 

x. Severall perſons which are or claim under the old 
Adventurers, who have kept poſleſsion and undergone all 
the burden for ſupport of that Levell, viz. William Earl of 
Bedford, and others. 

Andit is juſt that thoſe ſhould continue quiet in their 
poſleſsions. 

The ſecond intereſt is of 

2. Severall perſons which areor claim underthe old Ad- 
venturers, whoſe Lands were ſold by colour of the pretend.- 

ed Ac of 1649. for non-payment of Taxes : And theſe are 
of three ſorts: 


Acres. 
1. /iz, His Majeſty and the Earl of Portland for - 12000 
The Lord Angleſea for - WS - 1000 
The Lord Culpepper for - - 1000 


Which are reſtored fince his Maj elty's return, and no dif- 
quiet is intended to their poſleſsion. 


2. The 
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| | Acres. 
2. The Earl of Bullenbrock for Wo OM 2000 
Sir John Hewet for - - 4000 
Sir William Terringham for - - 5000 
Coll: Phileps for - - - - 1000 
Sir Fobn Eatin fot - - - - 500 
Mr. Hoblin for - - - - 3600 
Mr. YVanhazden tor - - - - 2800 
Dr: Sames and thoſe under him for - 4000 


Who never paid Taxes, who being either beyond Seas, or 
politively retufed ; and thoſe we conceive ought to be reſto- 
rd to pollelsion. | 

_ 3- The Earlof Arundel (for 6000 acres) and Sit Miles San- 
ts tor 10375 acres (whoſe caſes are diſtin& from the reſt) 


becauſe after 1649. they did paſsively pay Taxes (as long as 
they were able) but in reſpect their two A&ions do nat con- 


tern the 'Truſtees of the ſaid Earl,or Coll: Sandys,upon whom 
theſe Lands were confetred for ſatisfa&tion of Debrs(as ap- 
pears by their two caſes annex'd) it is conceived there can 


| be no juſt particular allegations againſt their re-poſſeſ- 


ſun. 

3. The third Intereſt is of two ſorts; Firſt, of ſeverall 
perſons concerned inthis Level, who under the Title of new 
Alventurers; yet in truth ſomeof themare and doe derive 
themſelves immediately from the old Adventurers, viz, the 
Lord Gorg, andothers. | | 

Though ſomething may be ſaid for his Lordſhip in point 
of prudence and ingenuity, yet no diſquiet is intended to their 
poſſeſſions (provided his Majeſty ſhall nor rake ſuch into conſi- 
deration) who being old Adventurers, did after the A&t of 
1649. purpoſely ſuffer their Lands to be ſold for non-pay- 
ment of Taxes, eirher through diffidence of his Majeſty's title, 
or other unjuſt or defrauding ends(of which there are examples) 


and immediately bought the ſafne Lands again under that 
pretended At; 


2. Thoſe who came in meerly under the Act of 1 649. as 
for 
hins 


Mr. Chichly and others, though ſomething may be ſaid 
G 
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him, in regard he purchaſed the Lands belonging to -his:Ma 
nour of Soham : Burt thole, and thoſe onely, who bor#|t the 
Lands of the parties diſpoſſeſt, (by power of the laid pre- 
rended Act in 1649. who have no mediate or immediate 
title from the parties diſpoſleſt (claiming under the firſt 
fourteen Adventurers for this Level) are the perſons and par. 
ties from whom onely we aim to have re-poſleſsion. 
Which we hope, and is the rather believed to be more 
juſt and equal, in regard his Majeſty (notwithſtanding all pre- 
rences (of building, planting, publick charges, &c.) at your Lord- 
{ſhips Bar (by the Purchaſers of Crown Land) is reſtored to 
his 12000 acres, and ſome others to their ſhares upon the 
ſame Levell and Title ; The Cleygie and Nobility to their Int: 
reſts and Priviledges; and we humbly conceive it 1s both 
juſt, equal and honourable, that his Majeſty's Loyal and Syf- 
fering Snbjes aud Commoners ſhould be reſtored ro their 
Rights, with their juſt dues , eſpecially being vored into 
them by the honourable Houſe of Commons, after ſeveral Heu: 
rings and mature deliberations. - nee» "C00 


Tt 
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© Th: VOTE of the HONOURABLE 
, HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Die Mercuri quin, Fanuar. 1661. 
D Reſolved upon the Queſtion, 


d Hat the Committee to whom both the Bills con- 
cerning the great Levell of the Fennes, called 
» | Bedford Levell, are committed, do confider of both 
ch WY Bills, and provide that the Works may be maintained, | 
9- Wl and do inſert the names of (ll: Sandys and Sir V Vil- | 
liam Tertingham, and the other perſons who have the | 
like Claim, into the Bill, and do preſerve their Rights, 
and do ereft a Fudicature to give Recompence where they = 
ſhall fee cauſe, | 
T hat by the Bill Coll: Sandys and Sir V Villiam -j 
Terringham may be put into poſleſsion of ſuch part of i; 
the Levell as was ſet out for the Lot of Sir Miles San- | 
dys and Sir T homas Terripgham, according to their | 
ſeveral Intereſts under the fourtenth part Deed. | 


[he | | 
And afterwards, upon ſeveral days debate about the Bill F- 
depending in the ſaid Houſe concerning »the ſaid Level, all 

the parties diſpoſſeſt (claiming under Francis Earl of Bedford) 

were veſted into the actual Seizin and Poſleſsion of their re- 


ſpective Shares and Lots therein, and conſtituted Conſerva- 
tors of the ſaid Level. 
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My Lords, | 

[ have for more then eight years made It my ſtudy to,un- 
derſtand theaffairs of Bedford Levell, eſpecially in the coming 
in, the ſtarding, and going out of its Waters, and for more.thea 
rwo yeares paſt been privy to the conteſt for ſome Shares of 
ic. My inducementsto theſe 1iſþeFions were, hirft, Thatha- 
ving married my onely daughter to Coll: Sandys his ſon, I 
did look upon his ſhares as a good reſerve for ſatisfaction of. 
ſome debts wherein he ſtood ingaged with: Sir Miles Sandys, 
whenever a juſt time {lbuld happen to reſtore rhem,./, 

2. Being by birth of Norfolk, and by my own tranſplants: 
tion of Suffolk, the two chief Counties bordering upon that; {e- 
yell (and from whence 15238 acres are taken to ſupportthar 
Adventure) I thought it my duty to fee whetein thofe 'Conn- 
ties were either imured or advantaged. | _ 

;. How lo great a proportion'of grounds (by a.juit manage 
nent thereof ) might qualifie the expences of the.Nation. 

4. To ſatisfie my hiſtorical ſpeculations whey Gromwell4urfbde- 
preſt the old Adventurer, and then Tet up«- the www we inins5gy. 

In order to my fatisfaCtion' herein, I had'ſoine Penliar 
advantage, becauſe the Lordſhips and Lands.ofmy,neer fricads 

and relations did bound rhe whole Eft fide:ofuhat Levell;vir. 
from Lyn to Mildnall ; and Coll: Szndys Bftate (by Sir Miles) 
was diſperſt in the South, Weſt, and North parts.of it, , fo that 
Igained almoſt a generall ſurvey ofthe Levell, eſpecially-n1rs 
indrafts and outfalls ;' and. thereupon at rhe 1mporrumarerre- 
queſt of thediſpoſleſt, and by their inſtruftions Thave now 
preſum'd to givea general ſtare of this buſineſsro, your Lord- 
ſhips; 'andallo in particular to repreſent the Caſes of the 
Farl of Arundell and Coll: Sandys , which two '(as I and) dif- 
ters from all the teſt in b«kk and equity, and yet gives a great 
licht to the whole. Ss 


H | 2. As 
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. 
1. As46the Earl of Arundels Caſe. - 
2 Nov.1637. The Earl did ſettle his Shares in Bedford Levell upon Sir William Playters and * 
other T1x#tees for the payment of Debts (which truſt is fince transferred jo Sir p;. ; 
chard/Onſlow for the ſame uſes)'and according to the common charge of the olg _ - 
K Aadpenturers from Decemb.1637.to Decemb. 1649. (as is before mentioned) the c 
The ficſt way chyrge of each Lot upon ſingle Intereſt, did amounc to 16486 1. 88. 09. ſothitthe c 
of Account. Eax{'s charge for one Lot and a half, was then at —————— 241291. 12 8.96, l 
Paid in taxes by the ſaid Earl, from 1649. to 1661. at 118.3 d, ; 
according to th d F} 3368.0.9, 
fer acre, according to the new Adyenturers account for 6000 acres-- { 
The ſingle Incereſt of which from-Dec.1649. to out Lady 1663. <--223 2.10.0, ( 
, ; | : | 

The Sarpluſages of the ſales of his 6000 acres, which ought to have 
been reſtored to him , Is ——— ———_— þ ONE $12000,09, | : 


The fingle Intereſtof which from Dec.165 1, toour Lady 1663.is ----$2 50.0.0, 


— 


Fas) 


Or thus, 
The ſecond The rent of the ſaid Lands at 5 $. per acre, amounts tos — — L72500.9, 


way of Acc, © The ſingle Intereſt for the years rents thereof is wo— 1030.0.0, n 
| WEans rh p 
So that the Earl for His 6000 actes, according to the firſt way of ; 39 FIN 


accouncing (with the taxes paid from 1649. to 1651. his charge is- 
4 | Oraccotding to the ſecond way of accounting (including tax? 3 
4 paid between 1649 and 165. his charge is _ $.47997:0.0, 


2. As to Collonel Sandys hi (aſe. L 
; 


Ic differs from the former, for the Earl's title is gerived from mediate | 
original Adyenturers ; but Sir Miles Sandys the Father being an original f 
Adyenturer, Sir Miles Sandys the Son living in the 1ſe of Ely (the heart 1 
of the Level) by their Credit, 7ntereſt and Hoſpitality to all the old Ad- 
venturers and their dependants (for many yeares at a great charge) gave 
the firſt /;fe and continuance to this great work; and thereupon the F4- a 
ther was made Deputy-Goverxour, and the Son one of the Bayliffs under 
Francis Earl of Bedford, the Governour thereof ; to ſupport whoſe cre- 
dit and that work, Coll: Sandys became ingaged with the - Father and Sou : 
in at leaſt 5 00001. principal debt : whereupon all their ſhares, conſiſting 
|» of 10375 acres, were conveyed to Truſtees, for indemnifying Coll: $ax- 
| dys from ſuch debts as he did or ſhould ſtand ingaged with Sir Miles, 

Now Sir Miles the Son being Survivor between the years 1649, and 
1653. (atwhich time he died) did with his Truſtees (ell and margageſe- 
'Þ verall parcels of the ſaid 10375 acres ; and that which Coll: $amdys aims l 
A» at in demanding the whole, is but to diſtinguiſh between reall Sales and 
= -. Morgages, and ſuchas are really ſold by Sir: Miles and his Truſtees; 

+ upon view of their evidence he is ready to confirm, and for ſuch asare 
k Morgages he defires to account (as to their debts) and redeem, and as for 
the reſt he hopes for a great re-poſſeſson. 

Now Coll: $andys being Couſin, next Heir and Adminiſtrator to Sit 
Miles the Survivor, and left under the preſſure of ſo great a Debt(beſides 
his own) I was ſo inſtrumental, that between 1655, and 1660, by helpof | 
Sir Miles'SEſtate,C, Sandys eſtate & mine own, that I paid & diſchargdof 


Lit 
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Sir Miles's Cebts 391501, and of C: Saxdys debts 241501, But alchough 
chere is Paid and diſcharged tull 63031 1, debts (beſides all charges inci- 
cent to the dealing thereinwith 102 Creditors) yet there is a very great 
debt behind, both of Sir Miles and Coll: Sqndys, thovgh in truth the 
debts; both what is paid and behind, may juſtly be rermed. debts contra- 
Ged upon publick concerns, tot as to Sir Miles's debt, there can be no 
doubt bur it was upon the Feane Account ; andas to Coll: Saxdys debr, 
it is well known, that a little before the Jars he was a purchaſer of $000 
pounds worth of Land (without borrowing) and in the Wars, at his own 
charge, he raiſed two Regiments of Horſe; and two of Foot, and eight 
ſcore Dragoons (beſides accidentals) without any pay during that time 
(fave aS he was Governour of pyorceſfter,) PITS : 

By which publick Disburſements, and thereby diminution of his For- 
tynes, he hath no other means left (in Teſpe& of ancient: Settlements) of 
doing juſtice, but receiving it. | ah Drift oa etine 

Now cnat Sir 4dules charge 1n this particular may be.the more evident, be plea- 
ſed to perute this following account. oo i CS en oebo 

1. According to the common charge of the 0'4 Adventwrtrs (is is before :imentio- The fit way, 
ned) the charge of each Lot upon fingle Intereſt at Decemb.x649- did amounr.to 
i64861.88. 00, ſothat vir Miles charge for 10000 acres, Is ——-=— 41316.0.0. 


Paid in taxes by Sir /ſules from Decem. 1649 to Dectm. 105». forY,. S325 
10000 acres, at 128, 6d. per acre —_—_ ———— CC $ y0.0.0e 
The fingle Intereſt thereof mm LR hat" 'Os 


'The ſ#rpluſage of Sales which ought, to have been reftored'to S171: 
Miles (out, of which whatever hath been jufily ſold by Sir Miles and 
his Truſtees 'is to be deduted) bur according to the rule of 4000 I. fo 
for 2000 acres, the Surplus is 


\ 


The fingle Intereſt whereef, frem Dee.165 1. to our Lady 1653.15 == 12900.0. 


20 O00 P-0s 


Or otherwiſe, 
Accounting at g 8. per acre for 10000 acres, and for 375 acres, be- The ſecond 
ing his ſhare of 3000 acres ſet aſide for Contingencies, deduRing as 29828.0.0, way, 
aforeſaid, is | racers —_—_ | 


The fingle Intereſt of which yearly rents amounts to— — — = 1725.0.0. 
1. So that accounting according to the firſt way in the old Adven-q q _ p 

turers Account, Sir Miles charge is for two Lots and ahalf .. —< — $ $3 LOvG0s 
2. Or accounting according to the ſecond way in the old Adventu- 


' rers Account, and then his Charge for "his ſhare 1s ——— — $82769.0.0. 


So his loweſt charge ig q mnnnnnmancny Cnn_n—_—_—_—_—_—_— 60,0. 
Befides,the Adyencurers did owe to Sir 44:les for money = 
I068,0.0. 


by him before 1650. as appeares by bills chen given in by him 603 1. 
the ſingle Intereſt whereof, from x 650, to 1663. In total tf =—— 


Thetorall charge of Sir 34iles, wherein Coll: Sandy: as Heir, Ad- 
minſtrator and Creditor, is concerned, and was (among other confi-$ $5184.0,0, 
derations) a juſt ground for the vore for his re-poſſeſiion, amounts co=- 
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| peaf®1s on either ſide are my friends, .and I have || 
_ reaſoito {ay, that puntilio's of honour (in the. maſtery ofthis Þ} 
COnteft) hath almoft drowned the Caſe as' much asthe Foms * 
. are. now with Waters; bur as temperate Springs may draite 
\"{ AAS. TIC , FS P - 4 CEE 
. -- both theſe inundations, ſo nature, will tet where artifices do | 
# notdivert: And thisthe Countrey knows. 2%»; wa 
- In otder therefore to the quieting all Intereſts ( whenever 8 
<. tis- Majeſty pleale to command my attendance) not asan 
- Undertaker, 'but a Repreſenter).I'ſhall be ready to deliver my - 
by ſen; e how the Levell may be preſerved with more certaintyto 
thoſe chas Mail pol ch lame (either by purſe eſe | 
othexyeiſe) then tucherto it hath been.; for an enterprige ſo pub- | 
lick, ingetious, labofious, and expenſive, deſerves thac ſolid per- \ 
; RIGA CLE TS SESTE . AY gt | ORE: 1 
fe@ime, which js wiſhed by, . bo | 
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